Plan Now, Work Together, Be Ready
“You also must be ready; for the Son of man is coming at an unexpected hour.”
Luke 12:40
How often do you think about emergencies or disasters?  Probably not very often.  Maybe, after it happens to someone else or to a family in your neighborhood.  Disasters are seldom predictable.  Just as we are to be ready for the coming of the Son of man, we need to also be ready and prepared for disasters and other unexpected emergencies.  Taking just a few planning steps can give you the tools to ensure you and your family’s safety in an emergency.  

According to the 2009 Citizen Corps National Survey, only 36 percent of individuals believed there was a high likelihood of a natural disaster to 
EVER happen in their community.  But disasters happen every day in many different forms – from hurricanes to snowstorms, even localized events such as floods and power outages.  

Many people think that it will be easy to grab items from your pantry if disaster strikes.  But what if you aren’t at home?  What if your family is separated?  What if you have to leave quickly?  What about your elderly neighbor?  What if the disaster strikes while you are at church?

September is National Preparedness Month and a good reminder that we all have a responsibility to protect ourselves, our families, and our communities.  Emergencies will happen, but taking action now can help us minimize the impact they will have on our lives.  

Plan Now, Work Together, Be Ready is this year’s campaign theme.  It focuses on encouraging all of us to take active steps toward getting involved and becoming prepared.  Preparedness is everyone’s responsibility.  Each one of us needs to be prepared to take care of ourselves and those we love and care about for up to the first 72 hours following a disaster!  We have to work together, as a team, to ensure that individuals, families, and communities are ready.  

During the month of September encourage families in your congregation to make a plan.  Put together an emergency supply kit.  Stay informed – visit www.ready.gov to learn about disasters and steps individuals and families can take to be better prepared.  Sign up for training in disaster preparedness through your local Red Cross, take a CPR or First Aid class so that you are ready to respond should their be an emergency at your church.  Consider doing an annual Congregation Safety Check (link to safety check document).  Work as a team to keep everyone safe.  
Consider how your congregation can get involved in the community in a disaster.  Could you volunteer to serve as a shelter or to prepare food for people in another shelter location following a disaster?  Could you implement a plan to check on your home-bound members in the event of a power outage or winter snow storm?  Does your congregation have a preparedness kit assembled at the church?  Are you prepared?  Are you ready to help when a disaster strikes at an unexpected moment?
